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Director, FBI 



Subject 



SACRAMENTO (44-NEW) 



UNSUB, SERGEANT OF KERN 
COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE, 



ATTENTION: 

IS CIVIL RIGHTS SECTION 
GENERAL INVEST. DIV. 
□ INTELLIGENCE DIVISION 
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^R/l/73 OR 8/2/73; 
^VNITED FARM WORKERS UNION, 
LAMONT, CALIFORNIA - VICTIM 
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□ EID □ Bomb Threats 



□ PF □ E 



□ CRA-64 

□ PA OPE 
□ Extremist Matters 

□ White Hate £3 B1 * ck 



Summary Complaint: I ■ United 

Farm Workers (UFW) , Keane, Calif ornia^^^^^^^^^^n^^^n^u^r^c^Tled UFW 
female picket saw an overseer of KOVACOVICH Ranch near Lamont, California, 
throw a rock and hit one of his own trucks. When unknown Sergeant of the 
Kern County Sheriff's OfficefKCSO) was asked to arrest overseer or to 
permit citizens arrest byfl ■ he refused. j, , , «■ r -* — <- n/ 

also mentioned general lack of response by KCSO when UFW 
attempts to move police to act. Complains KCSO quick to act against UFW 
■embers . 
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ACT»N: UACB: 

XH No further action being taken and _ 

□ LHM enclosed □ Copy furnished to USA 
□ FD- 37 6 (enclosure to LHM) 
; 2$ LHM being submitted 
' □ Report being submitted 

□ Preliminary-investigation instituted 

□ Limited investigation Instituted 
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TO: 



DIRECTOR, FBI 

SAC, SACRAMENTO (44-I1EU) (C) 



FROM: 

UI-rSUB; .SERGEANT OF 
KLKi; COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE, 
BAKERSFIELD, CALIFORNIA, 
r,OZ13, OR 8/2 /73: 

Cl^i-TIT LD FARM WORKERS UNION, 
LA! IP T , CAh I FORI. I A ~ " 
~CR '■ 

i 

Re FD-365 from Sacramento, 8/13/73. 

Enclosed are four copies of LHM concerning *^ — ■ — ' 
above mptter. ^ ? 

Complpints reth^Nalbandian incident of v/ v \ 

7/31/73, mentioned by J £ in attach ed LHM, are (wW 

being reported under separate caption vlthj |f (fi)L"t)Ct'> 
and numerous others carried as victims, andvffii one 
ot the subjects being Kern County Sherif f's Off ice. 
Another signed statement vas prepared byj ^in /Ryyvtf} 

C-7o( YvY"0> 




connection vi*th that matter. 
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UN..ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

SacrarrientO- California 
August 15, 1973 
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UNKNOT SUBJECT; 
SLRG^AiT OF K2RN COUNTY 
SKL:<lFi'S OFFICE, 
EAFJil'iSFlLLU, CALIFORNIA, 
AUGUST 1, 1973, OR 
AUGUST 2, 1973; 
UNITED FARK WORKERS UNION, 
1JU :ONT - CAMFGWTT A 



)n August 13, 1973, 
Unltpd Farm Uorkpr.<: Union 




tIFV.O . Kppnp 



(si-ti^) 



California, appeared in the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation Office, Bahersfield, California, end 
furnished the following signed statement: 

•■Eakers field, Calif. 
August 13, 1973 , ,w 



"I. 



inlcp thp f nl 1 owf ncr 



voluntary statement to. 

Special Agent, F.B.I. , Bakersfield, Calif. 
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F «^UMH^i««^ 
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conclusions of the FBI. It Is the property of the FEI 
and Is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are 
not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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UKKKOVii SUBJECT; 
SERGEANT Of KERN COUNTY 
SHERIFF'S OFFICE, 
BAK_::SFIELD, CALIFORNIA, 
AUGUST 1, 1973, OK 
AUGUST 2, 1973; 

in-TTt:! t'AVJM TWIVTTUC lTKITflM 

IA'IO^T, CALIFORNIA 

"On either 8/1/73 or 8/2/73, I was 
present on a picket line consisting of 70 - 80 
members of the United Farm Workers Union (UFW) 
on ITheeler Ridge Rd. , about 200 feet south of 
David Rd. in the L amont t_C.gLl.if * » __rea . st th e 
KovacovichRanch^^B ^ ( ^/^ (■ ^ 

^ P is en overseer of 

this rancn^Tlu^asTt about 10H2 AM. A 
ranch truck vas parked in a road leading into 
the grape vineyards facing & extending onto 
the shoulder of Wheeler Ridge Rd, 

"I heard a thud vhich sounded like a 
rock hitting the side of the ranch truck. 
I did not see any objects of any kind coming 
from the direction of the picket lines. 
Then a member of UFV7, en unrecalled woman, 
came around the front of this truck & told - ^ ^ 
me she had seen % B toss the rock. I (tyl 1 *' 
vent to the other side of this truck vith 
this woman & talked to a Kern County 
Sheriff's Office Sgt. & told hi m that the 
rock had been thrown byfl ^f Both the {$£?£*■) 

woman & myself request the Sgt. to arrest 



n. ^ fbut he refused. He asked why no f^Cr^O 

f? arrest would be made & the Sgt. said the 
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UKKKOiH: SUBJECT; 
SLjLOEAKT of klkn county 

SHERIFF'S OFFICE, 
B^-ERS i ILU) , CALIFORNIA , 
AUGUST 1, 1973, OR 
AUGUST 2, 1973; 

ufitl:j fa>j: workers union, 
lakoitt, california 

woman had not seen ^ ( throw the rock, (p}uJ^ 

further stating that he did not believe 

the woman. I specifically asked the Sgt. 

if we could make a citizens' arrest & he 

said we could not. I knev; that we could 

not go into the fields vithout permission. 

"In my six weeks' experience on the 
picket lines, on numerous occasions I 
have seen the police arrest people for 
misdemeanors not committed in their 
presence, after the alleged wrongdoer 
was pointed out by a rancher, private 
guard, or Teamster -- the arrest of a 
photographer at Vernon's -- fingered by a 
guard at Vernon's — leaps to mind. On the 
other hand, I have attempted to move the 
police to actions on half-a-dozen occasions -- 
with zero success, 

"At this point, let me reemphasize my 
observatin on the Nelbaudian incident of 
July 31 -- see my declaration -- that the 
police made no arrests of Teamsters who 
attacked us, but on the contrary hauled 
away the victims — typical of the unequal 
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UKKiiOUH SUBJECT; 
SERGEANT OF KERN COUWTY 
SHERIFF'S OFFICE, 
BAKLIiSFIELD, CALIFORNIA, 
AUGUST 1, 1973, OR 
AUGUST 2, 1973; 
UNITED FAKIj* VOKKERS UNI OH, 

lai;oi^t, California 

end racist treatment the UFW has been 
subjected to by the Sheriff's department of 
Kern County. 

"I have read this statement consisting 
of this 6c tvo other pages and find it true 
and correct. 

"August 13, 1973 Bakersfield, California 

/s/( P Special Agent, F.B.I. (t^OOCO 

Bakersfield, Calif., 8/13/73." 
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UNITED STATES ^ /ERNMENT 

Memorandum 



(■■■) 



TO : Assistant Attorney General date: August 21, 1973 

FROM : Director, FBI 



. si)yECT0jnnJOTO SUBJECT; 

^ SERGEANT OF KERN COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE. 

BAKERSFIELD, CALIFORNIA, 
AUGUST 1, 1973 OR AUGUST 2, 1973; 
' UNITED FARM WORKERS UNION, LAI90NT, CALIFORNIA 

j CIVIL RIGHTS 

j Reference is made to memorandum dated 

i <your file >. 



There is enclosed one copy of th e -*e port- «f-Spe«ia]-A«ttt- *n LHW 

dated 8/15/73. at Sacramento. California 

A. □ ThiB covers the preliminary investigation and no further action concerning 
a full investigation will be taken by this Bureau unless the Department so directs. 

B. □ The investigation is continuing and you will be furnished copies of 
reports as they are received. 

C □ The investigation requested by you has now been completed. Unless 
advised to the contrary no further inquiries will be made by this Bureau. 

D. □ Pursuant to instructions issued by the Department, no investigation will 
be conducted in thiB matter unless specifically directed by the Department. 

E. □ Please advise whether you desire any further investigation. 

F. □ This is submitted for your information and you will be advised of further 
developments. 

G. □ This is submitted for your information and do further investigation will 
be conducted afiiese specifically requested by the Department. 

H. fjd This coven the receipt of a complaint and no further action wilt be 
taken by this Bureau unless the Department so directs. 

Enc. 1 

•DTI: Th« "Valbaudlao incident" referred to by 

In tha attached ataoraDdua is balof reported ander m ■•parate 

v«|t»*vh . 
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To: SAC, Sacramento (AA-New) 

From: Director, FBI 

,UNSUB, SERGEANT OF KERN 
ICUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE, 
JFIELD, CALIFORNIA, 
8/1/73 OR 8/2/73; 
UNITED FARM WORKERS UNION, 
LAMONT, CALIFORNIA - VICTIM 



CR 



Reurairtel 8/13/73. 



1 - Mr. Gardner 






SulHM status Investigation In this matter. 
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TO: ^DIRECTOR, FBI 
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FROMfv y SAC, SACRAMENTO (44-562) (C) 

:J UNSUB; SERGEANT OF KERN 
COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE, 
BAKERSFIELD, CA., 
8/1/73 or 8/2/73; 
UNITED FARM WORKERS UNION, 
LAMONT^ CA . > ■ V ICTIM , . ~T ^ A , * 

is/tor/}/*" t^" 
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LHM submitted with cover airtel dated 8/15/73, 
and case in closed status. 
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UNITED STATES 



ERNMENT 



Memorandum 



TO 



The Director 

? 



fromx'A D . W . Bow/jrs 




DATE: 






& 



8/24/7 



JHfi/l*.' 



SUBJECT 



CONGRESSMAN DON EDWARDS (D.-CALlF.) 



COMPLAINTS RE HANDLING OF CIVIL RIGHTS 
IN KERN COUNTY, CALIFORNIA 



CASES 




/if * <#1# phone Rnr. __ 
Dir*CMr &*C*)F ™_ 

Late on 8/23/73, Jerome Zeifman, Chief Counsel of 
the House Committee on Judiciary, called to advise me of a telephone 
conversation he had just had with Congressman Edwards. He said 
Edwards is currently in California and has spent considerable time in 
the Kern County area where there is a great deal of unrest in connection 
with labor activities involving grape pickers. Several individuals 
have been killed or injured during this labor unrest. 

Zeifman said that Edwards is very concerned that the 
investigations of this situation are not being handled properly. He , 
said Edwards specifically expressed his concern that the publicly 2 : 
stated policy of former Acting Director Gray to the effect that outsma 
Agents would be sent in to handle civil rights cases is not being y \ 
followed in this instance. He said Edwards feels a number of Agents u, \ . 
should be sent into the area from other FBI offices and that they £ * 
specifically should be Agents with Spanish speaking ability. He saicQ? , 
Edwards had commented that he recently had some contact with the q 
Phoenix FBI Office and had been highly impressed with the competency § ' - 
of the number of Spanish speaking Agenxs available there. ?? , 

Zeifman advised Edwards has visited the FBI Resident Agency^^ 
office in the area where this labor problem is centered expressing ^ v 
his concern over these cases and also has communicated directly with 
the Department of Justice about this matter. He said Edwards feels 
his expressions of concern have not generated the proper response and 
Edwards is now suggesting that he be allowed to convene his Subcommittee 
on Civil Rights and Constitutional Rights of the House Committee on^T, 
Judiciary to conduct hearings in California concerning the handling ^*£<{ 
of these cases. Zeifman said at Edwards' request he has discussed 
this matter with Pat McSweeney, Deputy Assistant Attorney General for 
Legislative Affairs in the absence of Assistant Attorney General Mike 

McKevitt, and that he ( «xpecfcs -a XQ spouse ^rpm McSweeney. Zeifman 



said ne was meoaiv attyisinq ir^p, qo ' tfl^c: jiuieatiwj- upu 
situation Hf:Rr ,:- ., y^ 3| ^ ^. 



ia oe aware or cnis 



i : E: £":3Bat f ?-«■»* rVEX-iw 

^1 - Mr. Bowers ^ffi 
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Bowers to the Director (cont'd.) 
Re: CONGRESSMAN DON EDWARDS 

HANDLING OF CIVIL RIGHTS CASES 
IN KERN COUNTY, CALIFORNIA 



I told Zeifman that I was aware that Edwards had visited 
the resident agency. I also told him that the adequacy of personnel 
in the area has been considered by officials both in the field and 
here in Washington. He was thanked for advising us of Edwards' 
comments. 
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This matter was discussed with McSweeney who stated Edwards 
has been constantly agitating regarding the Kern County situation. 
He advised that Senator Hubert Humphrey (D.-Minn.) also has gotten 
into the act and sent a telegram to the Attorney General urging that 
a large force of personnel be sent into the area to handle the unrest 
that has resulted from the labor dispute. McSweeney was advised that 
a week ago we had inquired of the Sacramento FBI Field Office regarding 
the adequacy of personnel to handle civil rights complaints growing 
out of this situation in Kern County and were assured that there are 
sufficient personnel in the area to take care of the matter, including 
Spanish speaking Agents. He was advised that we have experienced 
some delays in handling the necessary investigation because of an 
uncooperative attitude on the part of attorneys representing the 
.United Farm Workers. s\ 



The Civil Rights"*"Section of the General Investigative Division 
advises we have had 23 civil rights cases referred to us as a result 
of the situation in Kern County, about half of which are preliminary 
types. 

It is not new or unusual for Congressman Edwards to be 
critical of the FBI with respect to the handling of civil rights 
matters. He has done so consistently and with this situation being 
in his home area, it is natural that he will make every effort to take 
advantage of the publicity potential. Congressman Edwards does not 
represent Kern County, however. Kern County is divided between two 
congressional districts. One is represented by Congressman Robert B. 

Mathias and the other by Congressman William H. Ketchum, both 

Republicans . 



RECOMMENDATION : 
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M2MCRASDUM ?0r. -MR. CALLAHAN 

M'R. 3ASTH 






.._— C --V* j.4l.-_ ' -- \irHCC /tMC i£iU« ".'_r.i 
,*N CCNrT:CKTATICls & X£RN COUNTY, 
CALIFORNIA, Cr/TL PJCHTS MATTE?. 



Admin, 



f 



-n august 23, 137C, 



taaiey Tottlnger, -Uioi^tant tttcraey Ceneral 
La charge Oi ibe Civil Jogifls division, rihoned rue. lie ^aici ifcey ^tt-.-j .-acsiyec 
i number of :ail3 :a 'u.s .""iTtaion ^.bcrot relation:, cf c:ti: rights in :he O-avez 
Za.se. Tn response to these, oe wondered whether or aot the following requests 
could :e honor sd. 

1. 7^t <re have Bureau .-i^enij asai^nea whe could, :n effect, 
''or-r. soaiemat of a police ty^e of raissloa. This "rouid be .Aleuts 
who would be called into the area, to do substantially the sazne 
thai :s being ioae c-7 3tate otficsrs aac .rated states '.iarsnais. 

2. 2 was requested that there be a more rigorous job done 
In the investigation of civil rights matters. Pursuant to this, 

it was felt that there should be more people from outside the state 
assigned to the investigation. It was also felt that there ?/ould be 
a aeed for more Spanish speaking Agents on the site. 

Mr. Pottjnger then said he was of the opinion the :lrst reoueat should 
be denied. ) I told tarn I agreed with this and would not want to assign men for 



^tn. liiv. _ 
lo.nl. 



Policing duties. ^ Q 

_ Insofar as the second matter is concerned, T told Mr. Pottinger 

— I was generally of the opinion we should not interdict any appeal for the assign- 
rZaient of people to a matter just because they were from a local office of the TBI. 
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Memorandum far Messrs. Callahan, Baker, August 27, 1973 

Gebbardt, Walsh 

I pointed out I, lor example, had opposed a Bureau rule of many years ago thai 
police officers who bave become Agents should not be assigned to civil rights 
matters. This In effect spotlighted the background of an Agent and placed mm 
in a separate and, therefore on occasion, undesirable category. In my mind 
the fact a man had served as a police officer should not litigate against him 
anrj there was ao reason to believe that just because of this, he would be softer 
or more sympathetic to the officers being investigated as possible violators. 

I therefore said I would not want to give any consideration to the 
assignment of Agents at the site merely because they represented an 'out-of- 
state ' status. 

I then pointec out, riOwever. that : thought the addition of Spanish 
speaking Agents might oe helpful :'or :he obvious reason, 'n assigning people 
with this capability, we migtit at the same time be handling the ^natter of 
assignment of people from out of state and the two could ^e accomplished, in 
other words. 27 this one measure. 

I Mr. Pottlnger said he had been informed that there were jone Spanish] 
|"speff icing Agent3 available and it would not Tgesent too amch of a problem, f l 
informed ai?r^ chersfore, he couic jpeax with tae Civil Rights _ection and 
ouia mioris. ^hem that 1 approved of a reasonaoie number 31 such ^saigmaents._ 
Be indicated he x eit this was a very agreeabje_gg&i*? nn anfl that iie_jonld proceed 
in tftji? direction <[ 



I 



As acted above, I jet out my feelings aiout the j.3Si,rnment 01 Agents 
to civil r;^pts investigations. I Co noi iaow the present r*^leci in this regard, 
i view of. this, I ^ouid like 10 have a memorandum outlining men policy in 
order thai I might p03sibiy consider revision in accordance unih my personal 
observations. 

/erj truly yours, 

Clarence M. Xelley 
Director 
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Memorandum 
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SUBJECT^ uwiTED FARM WORKERS AND "TEAMSTERS 
UNION C ONFRONTATION IN K ERN 
COUNTY, CALIFOR NIA 

"CIVIL RIGHTS *"•■■ 



date: August 28, 1973 

1 - Mr. Gebhardt 

1 - Mr . McGowan 

1 - Mr. Gardner 

1 - Mr. Callahan 

1 - Mr. Baker 

1 - Mr. Walsh 



Camp. 5)r*T. ^___ 

Fi«7"i Co™. ^S 



^ 




Dir»ctor 5«*y _^_ 



^/ 



Reference is made to Director Clarence M 7 . Kelley's^ >*_ 
memorandum dated 8/27/73 ^which among other things, discussed 
the necessity of assigning some Spanish-speaking Agents to 
work Civil Rights cases which have arisen within the Sacramento 
Division as a result of the confrontations between pickets 
of the United Farm Workers (UFW) and the Teamsters Union. 

As background in this matter, on 8/17/73, a discussion 4 
was held with Mr. William L. Gardner, Deputy Chief, Criminal 
Section, Civil Rights Division (CRD), U. S. Department of Justice 
(USDJ), wherein Mr. Gardner mentioned that Mr. Robert Murphy, 
Chief, Criminal Section, CRD, USDJ, had received a phone call 
earlier that day from Democratic U. S. Congressman Donald ^ 
Edwards, 10th Congressional California District, who had spent 
some time in the Kern County, California, area observing the 
strike situation involving the UFW and Teamsters Union. 
Mr. Gardner stated he had been informed by Mr. Murphy that 
Congressman Edwards stated he felt the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation was being hindered in its investigation of 
Civil Rights complaints by a lack of manp ower and by a lack of 



Spanish-speaking Agents .1 On a/1 V/73 , a discussion was held with 
Assistant Special Agent In Charge (AS AC) Theodore P. R< 



Special Agent i.n Charge (ASAC) Theodore P. Rosack, 
Sacramento Division, wherein ASAC Rosack stated at that time 
he felt he had sufficient personnel assigned to handle the 
investigations and that the two Spanish-speaking Agents then 
assigned in the area were sufficient to handle the work. 
He indicated that if a drastic increase in the number of cases 
occurred, he would reassess the manpower needs at L'Iri L Las 

On 8/2 4/73, ASAC Rosack advised he had befit $£8ti2tiSa3 
by Mr. William Briggs, Special Investigator, U. S. Senate 
Labor and Public Welfare Committee, who indicated he wat,' 
Kern County area to investigate the acts of violence which had 
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Memorandum to Mr. Gebhardt 
RE: UNITED FARM WORKERS 



occurred in connection with the UFW strike. Mr. Briggs 

requested ASAC Rosack meet with him on that day to discuss 

the FBI's posture with regard to the handling of the 

Civil Rights complaints. Mr. Briggs was referred to the CRD, 

USDJ. 

On 8/24/7 3, Mr. William L. Gardner advised he was 
being sent by Assistant Attorney General J. Stanley Pottinger 
to the Kern County, California, area to confer with various 
individuals on the scene regarding the conditions and to 

Iflnni ro ^Tve?^Ka"n/^ inf ft 4-K £i clfliaf i nn ari einrr ftn 4- /■> -P -4- V* s~* TTU'TtT 

Xm^U^i. G J_ -I- -l_ £3 I.ULU1U XllLiU I— A X W J X l^U*.(^l b-XWll (J. J. _l_ i3 ±li^ UU 1- \J J. L11C U £ VV 

and Teamsters Union confrontations. On 8/28/73, a discussion 

was had with Mr . Gardner concerning his trip to the Kern County 

area and during this discussion, he indicated he had 

met with Caesar Chavez, UFW leader. During this meeting Chavez 

stated he felt more Spanish- speaking FBI Agents should be 

sent into the area to investigate the Civil Rights allegations 

as many involve itinerant Mexican -American farm workers who 

spoke only Spanish. Mr. Gardner was asked specifically if 

he intended to recommend in his report to Mr. Pottinger that 

additional FBI Agents be sent into the area to handle Civil 

Rights investigations. Mr. Gardner indicated that he would 

make no such recommendation, that he felt this assessment could 

only be made from within the concerned agency, and that it would be 

somewhat presumptuous for him to make such a recommendation. He 

did state, however, he personally believed that as a result of his 

discussion with Chavez and attorneys for the UFW, the number 

of Civil Rights allegations needing investigation would increase. 



In referenced memorandum, Director Kelly expressed 
the opinion that if a determination were made additional Spanish- 
speaking Agents were needed to handle the Civil Rights cases, 
he would be agreeable to approving a reasonable number of such 
assignments . 

ACTION : To assist in the investigation of the increasing 
number of Civil Rights cases occurring in the Kern County area, 
and to forestall any adverse public criticism, it is 
recommended that two Spanish-speaking Agents be temporarily 
assigned to the Sacramento Division from either the Los Angeles 
and/or San Francisco Divisions. ^_^_ J^ 

^ ' ij£c 

A separate memorandum regarding the Civil Rights 7)\\ 
policy of the Bureau is being prepared. / ^ 



^4/ Jit „ _~ - 2,- r^y* ' 
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TO 
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FROM J. J. O'CONNE 



SLBJEC ?&TT^TIi:n FARM WORKERS ANI&EAMSTERS 
UNION CONFRONTATIO N 
^jy^Njr^rNTY^ California 

CIVIL RIGHTS 
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T*J*phwi* Hm. __ 
Director !•*> 
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Director Kelley's memorandum of 8/27/73 discussed the 
necessity of assigning some Spanish -speaking Agents to work Civil Rights 
cases which have arisen within the Sacramento Division as a result of the 
confrontations between pickets of the United Farm Workers and the Teamsters 
Union. By memo 8/28/73 from C. L. McGowan to Mr. Gebhardt it was 
approved that two Spanish -speaking Agents be temporarily assigned to the 
Sacramento Division from either the Los Angeles and/or the San Francisco 
Divisions to assist in the investigation of the above cases and to forestall i 
any adverse public criticism. i 

>' 
SACs, Los Angeles and San Francisco were telephonically v -'*' 

instructed to send one Spanish -speaking Agent to Sacramento with the period 

of assignment indefinite at this time, and that the Agents should report on 

Tuesday morning, September 4, 1973. They were advised to confirm Bureau 

telephone call by nitel to Sacramento and the Bureau, and that any additional 

details should be obtained from the Sacramento Office. 
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None. For inform 
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1 -Movement 
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UNITED STATES GC ^NMENT 



Memorandum 



' kjm.n. 



to / ; Mr;' Callal 
from : R. e . G&jhsfrdt 



SUBJE 
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date: August 31, 1973 

V- Mr. Callahan 

1 - Mr. Gebhardt 

1 - Mr. McGowan 

1 - Mr. Gardner 

1 - Mr. Herington 

1 - Mr. Miller 
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: c tJC0NFRONTAT IQ3L BET WEEN-. 
^UNITED FARM~WOKKERS AND 
TEAMSTERS UNION 
KERN COUNTY, CALIFORNIA 



There is attached a draft prepared by the Civil 
Rights Division of the Department. This draft is to be 
used in connection with Congressional inquiries to the 
Department and is to be furnished to the Public Information 
Office of the Department of Justice. 




The draft was reviewed by the General Investigative 
Division. It is noted that on page 1 the draft stated, "To 
date, we have initiated more than a dozen investigations." 
In this connection, we have more than two dozen investigations 
going on at the present time; however, not all of these were 
initiated by the Department of Justice. 

On page 2, lines 8,3, and 10 read, "The Bureau 
has also agreed that, where appropriate, Special Agents who 
speak Spanish will be used in such investigations . " It is 
to be noted that we already have two Spanish-speaking Agents 
assisting in these investigations and the General Investigative 
Division has recommended that two more be se nt to ass ist. "~i 

It was suggested that lines 3, 9, and 10 be revised " 
to read, "The Bureau, where appropriate, is utilizing Special 
Agents who speak Spanish in such investigations." 

These suggested changes were discussed with Assistant 
Attorney General Stanley Pottinger of the Civil Rights Division. 
He agreed to adept the language suggested for lines 8, 9, and 
10 on page 2 and also indicated he would revise page 1 to 
relate that more than two dozen investigations have been. 
initiated without differentiating as to who initiated them. 
Mr. Pottinger expressed appreciation for the suggestions and 
stated this draft of his statement. would be rt^szs&a&M&sfcke 



f 



/: 



purposes noted above, 
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UNITED STATES G-" VERNMENT DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

Memorandum 



TO 



: Director date: SEP 5 19/3 

Federal Bureau of Investigation JSP:WLG:MHJ:grh 

DJ 144- HE -NEW 
FROM^cjf J. Stanley Pottinger 

L Assistant Attorney General 
.j^Civil Rights Division 

subject: Unknown Subjects; ^ 

Unknown Victims 
Summary Punishment 
CIVIL RIGHTS 



Conversations between U.F.W. legal aid, 
Harriet Teller and Departmental Attorney Michael 
James reveal that the U.F.W. Union has possession 
of or access to films and still photographs showing 
alleged violations of 18 U.S.C. 242 committed during 
the course of U.F.W. - Teamster strife this summer. 

Ms. Teller has agreed to make available to the 
F.B.I, the films, photographs and the persons who took 
same. . , ,, ^ 

Please contact Ms. Teller, and giving her at least 
one days notice, arrange a time for agents to obtain 
the films and pictures and interview the persons 
responsible for taking same to determine where and 
when they were taken and what they purport to show.. 

With regard to the films, the WfIW.U. indicates 
it may be able to give us a print of at least one of 
those films. In any case, obtain copies of all the 
films and photographs made available by Ms. Xfiiier^ 
and forward those copies to this Division. 
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Tra; smit in 



'Type :r, plai-text or code) 



Via 



Airtel 



(Priority) 



to: sac, s«c»««iito ^ -S^oH* y- 

"rom: Direct 



5" 



Date 



-9/67T3- 



"ttPU 



/" 



COWOPOTATIOH BEtWEXi iMTBD 

TAflM TOMBtS ABD 

TEAMSTERS UVZOB WlA^ 

ZEXH COUMTY, CAUJOWX-i £A"iUO 

CI TIL HZQHTS 

00: 3C 



1 - Mr. Gardner 



z: 






Enclosed are two copies of a self-explanatory Departmental letter dated 



9/5/73. 



Complete the requested investigation in accordance with the provisions of 



Section — j^ — , Volume j^ — . Manual of Instructions, and surep within 

days of the receipt of this communication. 



14 



State in the first paragraph of the details of your report that it contains the results 
of a g limited investigation and underscore the word H limited 



preliminary 



XX 



preliminary 



Advise aty i ail persons interviewed 

jOJ appropriate officials at the outset that this investigation is being conducted 
at the specific request of the I". 3. Department of Justice. 



Remarks: 



jyiAILEQ23 

SEP 6197! 

~"~ FBI 



Enc. '2 > 



TMG:bap ( 

' . rv 



<Dn riot :ype below this line. 




NOTE: CRD, USDJ, requests UFW legal aid Harriet 
Teller be contacted for purpose of obtaining 
photographs and films depicting Civil Rights 
violations. 
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UNITED STATES G ERNMENT 

^ Merrtorandum 
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 



DATEi^^tember i ^ 1&7$ 



HEP:PW:RHM:fep 



TO 

Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

FRfl^T ]: Henry E. Petersen 

Assistant Attorney General 
Criminal Division 

subject: Request for Copies of Investigative Reports 



The Criminal Division understands that Assistant Attorney General 
J. Stanley Pottinger of the Civil Rights Division has recently requested 
the Bureau to investigate criminal Civil Rights matters in Kern County, 
California, arising out of the dispute between the United Farm Workers 
of America and the International Brotherhood of Teamsters. Since certain 
of these matters may involve violations of criminal statues over which 6 
the Criminal Division has jurisdiction, the Bureau is requested to forward 
to the Criminal Division copies of all investigative reports pertaining to < 
the following matters : 




/ ,1. Violence at the Cavokovich Ranch in Kern County, California. „ 
.' / The Civil Rights Division requested an investigation into 
this matter on August 13, 1973 under the caption: UTJ3UBS, 
Kern County Deputies, Teamsters: Frank Quintans et al, victims; 

2. Violence at the Guimarra Ranch, Kern County, California. The \ . 
Civil Rights Division requested an investigation into this ^y[ * * 
matter on August 22, 1973 under the caption: F.N.U. Cooper, 

Kern County Sheriff's Deputies: Lidia B. Manriques, victim; and 

3. Violence at the NalDandian Ranch in Kern County, California. 
The Civil Rights Division requested an investigation into this 
matter on August 30, 1973 under the caption: UNSUBS, Kern County 
Sheriff's Deputies: Erlene Cuerto, victim. 



W-S-fCHf-ie 



ICEBOX 
'■27 ISR 




..c 



0° 



. ; 



AIRTEL 



9/19/73 
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sac, «w»4^^^-^^vfr ^ 

Director, FBI%¥ '?7/0 3> ' —^j x 

;oNFRdKrrAT ion between united fare workers 

AND TEAMSTERS UNION, 

KERN COUNTY, CALIFORNIA /p , , 

CIYIL KCm #7j..**oA MUM //MR JfLK toot Tws-tete famtf 
Re Bute lea 11 9/17/73. 



The enclosed Departmental letter dated 9/14/73, confirms ~y. 

reButelcall, wherein it was requested you submit an extra copy 2^3 

of any report prepared in each of the cases cited in the ££ 

enclosed letfer. ^ 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



REPORTING QFFlCC 







DFFltt OF OKISIN 



SACKATUaXIU 



TITLE OF CASE 



5 



(?CONFBDNIAIICW BEWEEN U NITED 
FARM WORKERS AND "TEAMSTERS 



UNION, KERNJXJUNIY, 
CALIFORNIA 



J 



9/24/73 



IVIlTIOoTIVI PERIOD 

9/11/73 - 9/24/73 




TVP*D >V 



CHARACTER OF CASE 



CR 



^ 1 kep 



// 



f v 




<^<j 
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REFERENCE: 



V* 



Bureau airtel to Sacramento, 9 i '6/73 J 
- P - 



LEADS : 

SACRAMENTO 

A^Ceene^Califojnia: Will continue efforts to 
contact (| P Legal Aide, UFWU, and obtain photos 

and film which she previously agreed to make available to 
Departmental Attorney MICHAEL JAMES. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



Copy to: 



1-AUSA, Fresno, California 



Report of: 
Dott: 

Fkld CMRct FlU # : 

Till*: 



Character: 



Offict: Sacramento faf" 1 ** 



September 24, 1973 
44-579 



v Flit t. 



CONFRONTATION BETWEEN UNITED 
FARM WORKERS AND TEAMSTERS UNION, 
KERN COUNTY, CALIFORNIA 

CIVIL RIGHTS 



Synoptii; 









Continuous efforts to contact 

Legal Aide, United Farm Workers Union, Keene, California, 
to obtain photographs and film negative to date. 




bit 



P - 



DETAILS : 



The folloving contains the results of a limited 
investigation . 

On September 11, 1973, ■ | Attorney, 

Legal Department, United Farm Workers Union (UFW U), Keene , 
Cal^ornia^vas contacted i n an eff ort to locate flim 
|| «| | advised that»| |vas gone for a f ew days 
and should return in approximatel^lOdays . £ |vas 
advised that an appointment withal |was needed in an 
effort to obtain photographs and film which she had 
previously mentioned she would provid e to MICHAEL JAMES 
of the Department of Justice. ^UK ad-vfced t hat it would 
be better to take this matter up vith^ |on her return 
to Keene. 




mo 



Thi, document conui™ nrith« rKomnwrxUtio... nor eondwioni of the FBI. It i. th. propoly of tta» FBI .od i. Icned to your Mac, it u 
are pot to be aittributcd out tide your ■■wiry. 



d it* content! 
V, S r GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE ; 1670 O - 406-840 
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Qn September 12, 1973, fl ■ Legal Department, 

UFWU^teene^California, was contacted in the absence of 
4 Ri" an effort to obtain photographs and film 

vhich she had previously afireedto provide to Departmental 
Attorney MICHAEL JAMES. 41 M advised he is not acq uainted 

with the circumstances of the request and advised thati 
is currently in New York and probably will not return to 
Keene, California, prior to September 20, 1973. 

On September 19, 1973, ■ | advised thai 

had returned to Keene, but was not in at present. A request 
was left for her to telephonic ally contact the FBI in 
Baker sfi eld as soon as practical. £ Riid not return 

the telephone call that day and efforts were made to contact 
her on September 20, 1973. These efforts were also unsuccessful. 

On September 2^^973, inquiry at UFWU headquarters 
in Keene disclosed that^ ^was attending a UFWU convention 

in Fresno, California, for the next three days, however, an 
exact point of contact could not be determined. 

In the morning hours of September24, 1973, an / 

inquiry at UFWU, Keene, disclosed that^ Rwas not in / 

and presumably was still in Fresno. 

In the afternoon hours of September 24, 1973, an 
additional inquiry at UFWU, Keene, determined that no one 



-__ ._ n J 



r« t . 



t* .. i- n i 



wouia De in tne Le^ui uinue in is.eeiie on sepi.emDeir £«+, 17/j, 

however, they were expected to be back in operation on 
September 25, 1973. 
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FEDERAL LdREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
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~ru 



REPOSTINt OFFICE 

SiiCRtflSKTO 



OFFICE OF ORION 

SACRAMENTO 



TITLE OF CASE 

^^.Confrontation Between 
CVJJnlted-Eaim Wor kers and 




/ 



ic 



Team s t er s_Union, 
TCern Coun tyj_Ca lif o rnia 



OCT I 1973 



INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 



8/30/73 - 9/25/73 



REPORT MADE BY 

s 

CHARACTER OF CASE 




& 



REFERENCE : Sacramento report of SA[ 

- ,<e; 

ENCLOSURES: 



CIVIL RIGHTS // ^ * 

9/24/73. Q 
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TO THE BUREAU : Two sets of photograph/ consisting 
of seven photographs each. 








ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED NONE 



m-sfoit-K 



CONVIC AUTO. 



^--J 






APPROVED 



COPIES MADE: 



^ 
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RECOVERIES 



REq 

a/ 



H*= 



SPECIAL 

IN CHARbE* 




(P- Bureau (Enc. 14)^ 
1 - AUSA, Fresno 
1 - Sacramento (44-579) 



S 



P^ 



Dis fern i not 



<.. r. 



Agency 



Request Reed. 



Date Fwd. 



How Fw 



[c^£do( 



*2£z^/ 



Di tieminetion R^^HJof Attached Report 



/t^ £/&£ 7 ,sl^j-ist£** ? /&SU>^ AJ 






fttrf 



Wife: 



S^OCT^HWK 




ACQUIT- 
TALS 



CASE HAI BEEN: 



PENDING OVER ONE YE AR d] V EI C7] NO 
PENDINS PROSECUTION ^^ 

OVER SIX MONTHS □vEi S!] NO 



DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW 



^mo'A' /y^ & - 



5 OCT 4 1973 



Notations 
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"EttCLQgPRE ATTAfTTTEry 
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UNH £D STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 






Copy to: 



Report of: 
Dote: 



1 - AUSA, Fresno 

OCT 2 1973 



Office: 



Sacramento 



FteW o»fi« fii« # : 44- 579 



Flit t. 



Title: 



COITFROKTATION BETWEEN UNITED FARM WORKERS 
*iND I"EAMSTEi*S UNION, KERN COUNTY, CALIFORNIA 



(> 



* - 



■'■'.('>.■*■■■'*; 



Character: 



CIVIL RIGHTS 



\^<- 



Syop*"^ P contacted at UFWU, Headquarters, Keene, 

California, 9/25/73, states she did not agree with 
Departmental Attorney to provide motion picture film to 
FBI, but only to representatives from Department Attorney _^ 
MICHAEL JirttES' offic e.. One a dditional set. of still photo- to 
graphs obtained from 

- C 



■%\.J 



ENCLOSURES : 

TO THE ASSISTANT UNITED STATES ATTORNEY. FRESNO , 
CALIFORNIA : One set of photographs consisting of 
seven photographs. 



DETAILS ; 

On September 25, 1973, ■ ^Uni ted 

Farm Workers Union (UFWU), Kenne, California, telephonically 

contacted the FBI at Bakersfield, California, in response to 
an earlier telephone call. 
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V« Mt #W * ~~ M 4- •.«. *^ 



:uk o IC4UCOL LU 



contact her and obtain photographs and films taken during 
the UFWU-Teamster strife ^^^^urnrner, in accordance with an 
arrangement made between^ ^an< 

MICHAEL J^MES, 



[and Department Attorney ^t_ 



Thii document conuins neither recorameDdatioAi nor conclusion* of the FBI. It it the property of the FBI ud ia loaned to your agency ; it and it* content! 
•re not lo be distributed outtide your agency. 



U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 16T0 O - 406-840 
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tdvised her agreement with MICHAEL JAIES 
was that a representative from the office of J4MZS 
would come to Keene and secure the motion picture film. 
She advised she would not provide the motion picture film 
to the FBI because this was not her agreement with JrMES. 



VT*- 



[advised she has already provided all 
still photographs in her possession to the FBI. 



_nu 



ledvised that the photograph which she 
left at the FBI office In Bakersfield^CaUfornia, on 
Aigust 30, 1973, were taken by£ ff who is w 

no longer working for them. She advised she does not 
know his whereabouts, but will advise FBI in Bakersfield 
if she can determine his location. 
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;as advised that the FBI would like to 
interviaw him regarding the taking of these, photographs if 
he can be located. 

fl Plxplained that these seven photographs VT*~ 

were taken during the incident at Guimara Ranch, Panama 
Road and Fairfax Road on August 7, 1973. She explained 
that these pictures show the .unnecessary force used by the 
Kern County Sheriff's Department in arresting UFWU pickets. 



She advised the only person in. 
graphs that she was able to identify is 
has blood on her shirt. 



seven photo- 




who 



tf<^ 



Iffll ■■■provides the location of' 
he will be interviewed and Department of Justice provided 
a report of the results. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



Dot* of lronicription_ 



•/13/73 



_^^ \, United Tarn Workers 

Union, Keene, California, left ■"group of seven photograph* 
in the Bekersfield, California, lesident Agency of tlie IB1. 
She left a note on the photographs as follows: ."In ci dent . 
at Glunarra Jtanch, August 7, 1973, Panama & Fairfax. 
7 photographs •** Ihe photographs were not farther identified. 

A ''.•-.'- - J , -.■*"' 
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Interviewed on. 



6/30/73 



by. 



Bakersfleld, California ,. m SC 44-579 

ialt li 6 - 9/6/73 



.Data dictated. 



Ihrt document contoini neither rtcommendotiont rtot conditions of the FBI. It it the properly of th* FBI ond it looned lo your ogeney; 
it pod ilt contents ore nol to be distributed outiidi you' agency. 
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SACRAMENTO 
FROM LOS ANGELES (44- 

UNITED FARM WORKERS AND TEAMSTERS UNIONS CONFRONTATION 
IN KERN COUNTY ,JLAL IFORNI A. CIVIL RIGHTS. 

REBUTELCAL TO LOS ANGELES, S-31-73 AND LOS ANGELES 
TELCAL TO SACRAMENTO, 8-31-73. 

PURSUANT TO REQUEST OF BUREAU Sfl 
A SPANISH SPEAKING AGENT, WILL REPORT TO BAKERSFIELD, 
CALIFORNIA, ON TUESDAY, 9-4-73. TO ASSIST IN THIS MATTER 
SaJ PILL BE DRIVING LOS ANGELES BUREAU CAR. 

END V*<- 



Telephone Rm, „, 
Director Smc'y 
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UNITED STATES L.^\ JVMENT 

V Memorandum 



Clarence Kelley 
to : Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 



DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 



DATE 



: 22n 



Uf 1973 



/. Stanley Pottinger 

FROM f 

/ /" Assistant Attorney General 



>&$■ 



subject: 



ivil Rights Division 



cs 



received from 



Attached hereto is a copy of a letter I 



Congressman Don Edwards, which I 



thought may b'2 of interest to you. 
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Mr. J. Stanley Pottinger 
Assistant Attorney General 
Civil Rights Division 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 20530 

Dear Mr. pottinger: 












describing work being done by the Department of Justice 
concerning possible violations of federal criminal law 
in activities involving the United Farm Workers in Cali- 
fornia. I sincerely appreciate the information you pro- 
vided me. 



I am sure ycu know that I am concerned with the 
situation in California, not only what has taken place 
during the past month but also the serious implications 
for the future. I spent several days in the Bakersfield- 
Delano area during the height of the tensions. 

I observed the good work being done by the Community 
Relations Service, observed the United Farm Workers picketing 
at several vineyards, talked no local police and press, and 
attended the two funerals. 



As explained to Mr. Murphy, I was disappointed not to 
find Chicano Special Agents in the Bakersfield F.B.I, office. 
The Daifullah funeral was thought important enough by the 
Catholic Church for Bishop Flores of San Antonio to travel 
at church expense to California. The only Agent I saw at 
the Bakersfield F.3.I. office taking statements in Spanish 
was net, in the opinion of my Chicano assistant, appropriately 
fluent in Spanish. ,, ^- o . 
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tt 



For many years in civil rights cases a manor' criticism 
of Justice Department involvement has been the use of locally 
assigned F.B.I. Agents to investigate allegations of criminal 
conduct of local police. From my experience in the ■ Bureau I ~ 
know that a harmonious relationship with the local police is ^- 
essential to doing a good job for the F.B.i. This has always 
resulted in unen thus las tic investigations by the - lo ca 1 1 v~- —'---"- •■- 
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assigned Agents and a strong feeling on the part of minority 
citizens that the F.B.I, is in league with the police. That 
this problem is well understood by the F.B.I, was made clear 
a few months ago by the F.B.I. Acting Director who said his 
policy in these civil rights cases would always be to send in 
outside Agents. Perhaps this was done and is being done in 
Fresno-Tulare-Kern Counties, but that is not the appearance 
of what is being done, and sometimes appearance is as important 
as action. 

My last comment is to again stress the importance cf these 
cases you are investigating. I am personally convinced that 
widespread violations of Federal criminal law took place and 
will take place again if the Justice Department does not face 
up to its responsibilities, unpleasant as they may appear. As 
I told Mr. Murphy on the telephone from Delano, lives could 
have been saved in the early sixties if Bull Connor had been 
arrested for his clear violations of Federal law. The same 
kind of illegal runaway police activity is taking place in 
California today, and I sincerely believe the Justice Depart- 
ment has an important and responsible role to fill. 

The purpose of this letter is not, however, to give my 
personal views on the farm situation in California but is to 
thank you for your courteous communication and to express my 
appreciation f or . your keeping the Subcommittee informed. 

Sincerely, 




Member of Congress 
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11/29/73 
GENERAL INVESTIG TIVE DIVISION 



The attached concerns . letter from 
Congressman Don Edwards (Dem. - Calif.) 
dated 9/17/73, directed to Mr. J. Stanley 
Pottinger, Assistant Attorney General, Civil 
Rights Division, U. S. Department of Justice, 
which was forwarded by Mr. Pottinger to this 
Bureau by memorandum dated 11/27/73. In his 
letter Congressman Edwards expresses 
disappointment of the lack of Spanish-speaking 
Agents assigned to work Civil Rights cases 
in the Kern Co., California, area which 
arose out of confrontations between members 
of the United Farm Workers (UFW) and the 
Teamsters Union. 

It is noted Congressman Edwards makes 
reference to a visit he made to our 
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during late 8/7 3, and as a result 
of this visit he made his observations. 
At that time the Sacramento Division had 
two Spanish-speaking Agents assigned to 
assist in receivi ng Civil Rights complaints 
from UFW members. / Constant contact was 
maintained with the Sacramento Division 
regarding the situation that existed in 
the Kern Co . area anu as the number of 
Civil Rights allegations received increased, 
two additional Spanish-speaking- Agents from 
other field divisions were temporarily 
assigned to the Sacramento Division to 
further assist the handling of these 
complaints. Both the Sacramento 
Division and FBIHQ felt the number of 
Spanish-speaking Agents assigned to that 
area was sufficient to handle the number 
of cases received. In view of this, it is 
felt no constructive purpose would be served 
in contacting Congressman Edwards with 
regard to the personal opinions he expresses 
in'his letter of 9/17/73". .< *" \\tty 
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